The Call
Exodus 3:1-4; 4:1-17
Ruthie Kim
05.13.18
Exodus 3:1-4
Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his
father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the
far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain
of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in
flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the
bush was on fire it did not burn up. So Moses thought, “I will
go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not
burn up.”

When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God
called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!”
And Moses said, “Here I am.”
Exodus 4:1-17
Moses answered, “What if they do not believe me or listen
to me and say, ‘The Lord did not appear to you’?”
Then the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?”
“A staff,” he replied.
The Lord said, “Throw it on the ground.”
Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and
he ran from it. Then the Lord said to him, “Reach out your
hand and take it by the tail.” So Moses reached out and
took hold of the snake and it turned back into a staff in his
hand. “This,” said the Lord, “is so that they may believe that
the Lord, the God of their fathers—the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has appeared to you.”
Then the Lord said, “Put your hand inside your cloak.” So
Moses put his hand into his cloak, and when he took it out,
the skin was leprous—it had become as white as snow.
“Now put it back into your cloak,” he said. So Moses put his
hand back into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was
restored, like the rest of his flesh. Then the Lord said, “If
they do not believe you or pay attention to the first sign, they
may believe the second. But if they do not believe these two
signs or listen to you, take some water from the Nile and

pour it on the dry ground. The water you take from the river
will become blood on the ground.”
Moses said to the Lord, “Pardon your servant, Lord. I have
never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have
spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.”
The Lord said to him, “Who gave human beings their
mouths? Who makes them deaf or mute? Who gives them
sight or makes them blind? Is it not I, the Lord? Now go; I
will help you speak and will teach you what to say.”
But Moses said, “Pardon your servant, Lord. Please send
someone else.”
Then the Lord’s anger burned against Moses and he said,
“What about your brother, Aaron the Levite? I know he can
speak well. He is already on his way to meet you, and he will
be glad to see you. You shall speak to him and put words
in his mouth; I will help both of you speak and will teach you
what to do. He will speak to the people for you, and it will
be as if he were your mouth and as if you were God to him.
But take this staff in your hand so you can perform the signs
with it.”
“It is not unusual for us to feel the kind of resistance or
ambivalence that Moses felt in the face of God’s call even as
our heart is leaping with the awareness that God is at work
in our life. Any kind of authentic calling usually takes place
where we have serious objections of some sort, places

where we feel inadequate - where we confront our own
willfulness and our preconceived ideas about how we
thought our life would go, where we think that what God is
asking us to do is downright impossible or where we just
don’t want to take the risk.”
- Ruth Haley Barton
Exodus 4:1
“What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, ‘The
Lord did not appear to you’?”
Exodus 2:13-14
The next day he went out and saw two Hebrews fighting.
He asked the one in the wrong, “Why are you hitting your
fellow Hebrew?”
The man said, “Who made you ruler and judge over us? Are
you thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyptian?” Then
Moses was afraid and thought, “What I did must have
become known.”
Unbelief will convince you to vacate your calling and
surrender your inheritance.

“Each objection looks to a past reality, and each response
of God moves Moses into a new future.”
- Walter Brueggemann
Exodus 3:7-8
The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people
in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave
drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have
come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians
and to bring them up out of that land into a good and
spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey…”
2 Corinthians 12:9
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness.”

